








: Z yoo? a4 
BRITISH CRITIC, . 


FOR 


JANUARY, FEBRUARY} MARCH, APRIL, 
MAY, AND JUNE. 


MDcCcC ¥o% 


a ia 
t 





Tlivwreicsy tvicoray 
Ois cyaby xpadiny nai asiberas abavaroicw, ORPHEUS. 











VOLUME XXV, 




















London ; 


PRINTED FOR F.C. AND J. RIVINGTON, 
NO. 62, ST, PAUL’s CHURCH-YARD. 





1805. 


dla ATCT 6 2 em ae mea 





Printed by Bye and Law, St. John’s Square, Clerkenwell 








oe 


ha. 


e: 
§ 
e: 














«Lacie Cartalrgqienfts 


ms Liher “cs 


Fe C 


A ts tea 














ee 





a 





- —— 


= 
‘ 
a 








pane? 


























PREFAC 


eT ,T TT. + tn 








- 


OTHING could be more interefting than a re- 

gifter of births, if it were poffible, in recording 
them, to fay, for what ufes in fociety the perfons 
then entering the world would afterwards be fit; and 
what intellectual rank they would be qualified to 
hold. Books, in faét, are born in a ftate to be 
thus eftimated: and it is the bufinefs of public 
Critics, to record both the birth, and the qualities 
of thefe new beings. Their intellectual rank we are 
continually employed to afcertain; keeping pace, 


_as far as we may, with the prolific powers of Lite- 


rature ; and in our Prefaces, we give a general View 
of thofe productions, which appear to us to be ftron 
in conftitution, found in intelleét, and likely to in- 
ftruét and improve the world, as long as they are 
deftined to exift. With refpect to thofe which are 
feeble, or likely to prove pernicious, we point out 
their qualities once, with more or lefs feverity, and 
take no further notice. 


Divinity. 


If we could not give unlimited credit to the name 
of Bryant, we at leaft were always happy to record 
it: and the Odjervations on Scripture*, publifhed by 


* See Vol. xxiv. p. 665, and No, I. p. 45. 
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iv PREFACE. "3 


that author, a fhort time before his death, juftified 
once more, both our-caution and our admiration, 
Its learning and ingenuity are extraordinary, but its 
pofitions not always irrefragable. A very elaborate 
work, by Dr. Famie/on, on the Ufe of Sacred Hiftory*, 
partakes of the fame Character: for, though its 
genera] purport and execution are excellent, there 
are parts which few judicicus Theologians will 
adopt. The work of Bifbop Skinner, of the Scoitith 
FEpifcopal Church, entitled Primitive Truth and 
Order Vindicated+, contains principally a ftrenuous 
defence of Epifcopacy, againft the pofthumous at- 
tacks of the late Profeffor George Campbell, of 
Aberdeen. With fome few inequalities i it is, on the 
whole, a valuable and inftructive book. The Bifbop 
of Gloucefter’'s Thoughts on the Trinity}, are well 
calculated for general Utility. By detached, 
and ufually fhort propofitions, they convey, in few 
words, fome of the beft illuftrations of the truth, 
and the cleareft anfwers to objections. The nature 
and general character of Revelation, are explained 
in Mr. Lioyd’s Chriftian Theology §, with a more par- 
ticular view to the doétrines of Atonement and 
Juftification. This author combats opponents with 
zeal, but by no means without difcretion: but they 
are chic fy opponents within the pale of Chriftianity. 
The Antidote to Infidelity ||, attacks the external enemy 
with equal force; and is honourable to its anonymous 
author. 

Though not an Original Englifh Work, we muft 
not deny particular notice to the Adbfrad of the 
Chriftian Doétrine, by Freylinghaufen@ ; clear, dif- 
tinét, and well arranged, it will noc difcredit the 
high patronage it has obtained ; nor will any readers 
be. difappointed, who refort to it for compendious 


* No. II. p. igo. + No. III. p. 262, ¢ No. VI. p. 619. 
§ No. V.p. 512. |} No. Il.p. 211. 4 No. VI. p. 589. 
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inftruétion. For thofe only who ftudy the New 
Teftament in the Original Language, has the Bifbop 
of St. David’s calculated his Initia Paulina*: but 
to fuch as can employ the work, it will be found 
of primary utility. For thofe who have made a 
further progreffion, and are ftudying the language 
of the Old Teftament, Mr. Reeves has provided a 
Hebrew Pfalter+, accommodated with fuch illuf- 
trations, as mu(t greatly facilitate its ufe. Nothing 
feems to efcape him, which can promote the know- 
ledge of the Scriptures. 

A few publications of a flighter kind, may be 
briefly mentioned here. The firft of them relates, 
like the preceding, to the Pfalter, being @ manual to 
illuftrate the Englifh Verfion, by Mr. Reynellt. 
The others are, Mendbam’s Expofition of the Lord’s 
Prayer §, Hawtry’s Guide to Heaven ||, and two fhort 
tracts by Mr. Pearfong. The firft of thefe is 
Jearned in itfelf, and very comprehenfive in its ob- 
ject: the fecond is a fummary, fomething fimilar to 
Gaftrell’s Inftitutes, but not fo copious: the two laft 
are announced as offering refpectively three plain 
rveafons; the one for infant Baptiim, the other againft 
feparation from the Church. There are advantages 
in this plan, on the fcore of brevity and clearnefs, 
which Mr. P. feems defirous to extend to many 
other topics. 

Of collective volumes of Sermons, we fhall men- 
tion only three, Mr. Gifborne’s** fecond volume, 
alter aureus, which will lead, if rightly ufed, to a far 
better elyfium, than the Sibyl’s bough could open to 
#Eneas. It is full, not only of found precepts, but 
of religious views, which nothing but the moft exact 
attention, long continued, could have furnifhed tothe 
author’s mind. ‘The volume lately publifhed by Mr. 


* No. IV. p. 413. + No. III. p. 317. $ No. II. p. 212. 


No. IV. p. 444. ~ || No. VI. p. 693. @ No. V. p. 570. 
vi p- 692. *# No, V. p. 5416 
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Partridge*, may be confidered as a fpecies of con- 
queft from the French. He has endeavoured to re- 
tain the beauties, and difcard the faults of fome of 
their beft difcourfes, and he has been crowned, like 
our countrymen in arms, with deferved fuccefs, 
The republication of Archbifhop Drummond's Ser- 
mons+, with a fketch of his life,* is a work red 

e€table in its nature, and judicious in execution. 
The difcaurfes had alf been preached on public Oc- 
cafions. 

A fele€tion of a few Charges, and fingle Sermons, 
will conclude the prefent head. In this clafs, Bifbop 
Majendie occupies the firft place in our lift, whofe 
Charge t, at his primary vifitation, difplays an ac- 
curate knowledge of the duties of the clergy, in 
every rank and fituation; particularly under the 
prefent times and circumftances. The Bifbop of St. 
David's, (Burgefs) ts, as might be expected, learned, 
clear, and judicious: the principal fubject of his 
Charge §, is, the advantages of the Chriftian Prieft- 
hood. The Bifrop of Meath, is, as ufual, animated ; 
but his Charge | includes fome fubjeéts for regret, 
whieh we truft his judicious reprefentations will in 
fome degree correct. The Charge of Archdeacon 
Law |, at his terrtriers Vifitation, would deferve 
to be recorded, were it on that account alone ; but 
it has other, and {trong claims to notice, as a judi- 
cious, and pious exhortation. The Bifhop of Lin- 
coln’s Sermon at St. Paul's, on the Anniverfary of 
the London Charity Schools **, is worthy of the 
preacher, and the occafion. While it recommends 
religious education, it is ‘calculated alfo to correét 
it; by giving a moft accurate fummmary of the faith. 
Yo the Sermon of Bifbop Skinner ++, of the Scotch 
Epifcopal Church, on account of the occafion, and 


* No. Ill. p. 251. + No. V. p. 568. t No.1. p? 89. 
§. No. V. p. 567. |] No. III. p. 325. & No. Il. p. 20%. 
** No. V. p. 566. tt No. Ul. p. 175. 
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the fubject, we paid a particular attention: the dif- 
courfe however, was in all refpects deferving of that 
notice. Three other Sermons, befides that of Mr. 
Gifborne, which was judicioufly ‘reprinted from his 
volume above-mentioned *, demand an efpecial re- 
cord. Thefe are, the Vifitation Sermon of Mr, 
Sheep/banks+; that of Mr. Phillpott t, on the fifth of 
November; and that of Mr. Barwis, on the Duties 
of Volunteers§. Of thefe, if we were to give the 
preference to one, we fhould be inclined to mention 
the laft; but all are full of merit, the invidioufnefs 
of comparifons may be avoided. 


History anpd ANTIQUITIES. 


Froiffart, obfolete, and difficult in French; and 
little more intelligible in the Englith tranflation of 
Lord Berners, is now naturalized by Mr. fobnes |, 
in a good and readable form. We have received 
much fatisfaction from his firft Volume, which has 
fince been ‘followed by a fecond and third. We 
pafs at once to the moft modern Hiftory, when we 
come to Dr. Biffet’s Hiftory of the Reign of George 
IIIq. Since we concluded our account, the author 
has ceafed to live **, Our impartial commendations, 
though they could do no more, foothed, we hope, 
the latter hours of a life by no means fortunate. 
Lhe Fall of the Republic of Venice t+, belongs to that 
part of modern Hiftory, which is the record chiefly 
of crimes and enormities: fome of the mroft -re- 
markable of which, belong to that very tranfaction, 
as will be feen by thofe who refer to this narrative. 
M. Boifgelin’s account of Malta tt,, includes both 


* On Religious defpondence, See No. II. p: 208. «+ No. VI. 
p- 688.  { No. il. p.210. § No. VI. p. 689. || No. 


{.p.1. See Vol. xxiv. p. 550. and of this, No. I. p. 16. 
** He died May 14, 1805. ++ No. Il. p. 336, tf No. 
IV. p.°384. 7 
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ancient andmod ern Hiftory, its publication has arte 
fen, of courfe, out of the actual circumftances of 
Europe. 

A Work on Coins, though it is not precifely 
Hiftory, is related nearly to the fubje&, of which 
it affords fome of the beft illuftrations. Mr. Gough’s 
book on the Coins of the Seleucide*, is elegant in 
form; and, though not to be implicitly followed, 
contains much that is inftrudtive and valuable. 

The Afiatic Refearches, belong alfo to this clafs, 
the Society being profeffedly inftituted, to enquire 
into the Hiftory, Antiquities, &c. of Afia. The 
fixth volume of this work +, has lately engaged, and 
rewarded our attention. We return home, however, 
to notice Ar. Herbert’s Antiquities of the Inns of 
Court ~, a book of fome refearch, and illuitrated 
with good plates. 

An anonymous author has given us a fatisfactory 
Hiftory of the Orders of Knighthood now exifting §, 
in which particular attention is paid to the merits of 
Lord Nelfon, and the various orders with which his 
valour has been recompented, or diftinguifhed. 


BroGRAPHY. 


It is not often that Biography, pleafing as it is, 
produces fuch flowers as abound in the Life of 
Cowper. The third Volume, in particular, which 
we have lately noticed], exhibits fome of his moft 
pleafing compofitions, in profe as well as verfe. 
It contains, however, rather the materials for Bio- 
graphy, than any thing which can at prefent bear 
the name. The poets of Scotland, neither very nu- 
merous, nor very exalted, have found a Biographer 

in Mr. David Irving §. His volumes contain alfo 


* No. II. p. 183. + No. IV. p. 401. V. p. 521. 
3 No. VI. p. 615. § No. V. p. 549. | No. I. p. 8. 
= No, VI. p. 599. 
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PREFACE. ix 
fome literary difcuffion, and have altogether fufficient 
attractions, to find readers on either fide of the 
Tweed. The Life of Dr. Priefiley, as written by 
Mr. Corry*, may be contulted for facts rather than 
opinions. Impartiality is not the genius of Biogra- 
phy. A Life of Dr. Fobnfon, written by himfelf, 
would have been an object of fingular intereft ; of 
the fragment which has lately appeared f, of his re- 
collections of his earlieft years, this only can be faid, 
that itis genuine. ‘There is fcarcely a hair of the 
Lion; but it is plucked from no other fkin. The 
lecters of his friend, Mifs Boothby, have fomething 
more of fubftance in them. In tbe Life of Gellert, 
connected by Mrs. Douglas f, with his moral ‘Lec- 
tures, there is much that is interefting and inftruc- 
tive. The peculiarities of his Character, were fuch 
as excite affection even in defcription, and feem to 
have created a ftrong attachment, not only in his 
friends and pupils, but alfo in his patrons and pro- 
teGtors. The Life of Drummond, Arehbithop of 
York §, we have already mentioned, in fpeaking of 
his Sermons. 


Topocrapny, &c. 


As delineation, or defcription, prevails in topo- 
graphical Works, they ought perhaps to be diftin- 
guifhed into {fpecies ; though the boundaries between 
them would fometimes be difficult to afcertain. To 
the former divifion, moft decidedly belong the mag- 
nificent Works of Mr. Daniell, entitled Oriental 
Scenery |. Never has any work, fo {plendid in its 
form, fo highly interefting in its fubje¢ts, and fo 
beautiful in execution, been offered to our obfer- 
vation. The Volume on the Ellora excavations alone, 
is at once a feaft for the Amateur, and a treafure for 


* No. IV. p.q50. + No. V. p. 596. + No, VI. p. 654. 
§ Supra, p. 6, i No, III, p. ain 


the 


2 — os 


PRES, ~ el SE 


Le ee 


> 


x PREF A C E. 


the Antiquary. But we muft not again expatiate. 
Mr, Freebairn’s Seleé# Views in Italy*, belong alfo 
to this branch of topography, and have much 
beauty. Mr. Gell’s topography of Troy+, is of a 
more doubtful kind: connected with a literary fub- 


ject, it unites difcuffion with defcription; and pro- 
duced by an author, whofe pencil is as ready as his 


yen, it abounds with delineations, as much. as any 
Work that has appeared. Its rank in merit, how- 
ever, IS quite unequivocal. The two remaining 
Works which we have noted, in this clafs, are de- 
feriptive. Dr. Jennant’s Indian Recreations f, 
without plates: Mr. Skinner’; compilation { from a 
Peruvian book, has fome delineations of Peruvian 
Origin, which are attractive to the eye of curiofity. 
We proceed to a kindred clafs. 


TRAVELS. 


The peculiarities of China are inexhauftible, and, 
after all that has been publifhed on the fubje&, Mr. 
Banon || is {till able to fix attention, by telling what 
he perfonally obierved, in attending on the Englith 
Embafiy. Atr. Adams, an Amefican Pleniy potenti- 
ary@, has written a collection of Letters from Silefia**, 
which form an amufing and inftructive volume. 
A Tour in Zealand ++, by a native of Denmark, con- 
cludes our prefent account. We have not often been 
fo flenderly provided -with works belonging to this 
clafs. 


POLITICS, 


Tracts on temporary fubjects form at prefent the 
chef fubitance of this article. The moft general 


* No. ITI. p. 335. + No. 1V.p. R 349° ¢t No. II. p. 148. 
§ Ent sane The profjent State of Peru. R. o2. |} No. II. 
p. 110. € Son of John Adams, weeidett. yo. IIL. p. 277+ 
+t No. Ii. p. 216. 
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work is Mr. Bigland’s* Letters on Modern Hiftery 
and Politics. ‘They are the confiderations of an at- 
tentive, though retired man, and in general have 
much truth. As a book which takes up a particular 
gueftion on the ftrong ground of hiftorical precedenp, 
we think highly of Mr. Ward's Enquiry t. | He pre- 
ferves, indeed, in his tract, the form of a mere En- 

uiry into the manner in which European Wars have 
te two centuries commenced, but the application of 
the whole to a recent queftion, is too obvious to be 
overlooked. On the particular fact, with which the 
prefent war with Spain began, we have noticed a 
very able tract, entitled 42 Argument on the Fuflice 
and Expediency t{, &c. The Cafe of Malta has -alfo 
been diftinétly confidered in another Pamphlet of 
merit§: nor muft we overlook the Theughts on Co- 
alitions |. Thefe three, however, lofe fome part of 
their weight, by wanting the fanction of their author’s 
names. Mr. ‘Yordan, Agent for Barbadoes, writes 
with fpirit and intelligence, in favour of the Claiims 
of the Weft Indian Colonifts 4, to a regulated inter- 
courfe with America, This is not a queftion for 
criticifm to decide, and therefore we were contented 
to refer it to a higher jurifdiction, Mr. Wheatley, 
whofe book on Currency formerly imprefied us with 
a high opinion of his ingenuity **, now handles the 
fubject of Foreign Subfiay t+, in a manner that by no 
means difappoints our expectation of him. The 
fubject is extremely important, and few are more 
competent to handle it. 

On the affairs of Ireland, and the great bufinefs 
lately brought forward from that country, we have 
had feveral Traéts. We hall here mention only a 
few, the fentiments of which are moft congenial to 
our own opinions. ‘Thefe are the Confiderations. om 


* No. V.pi 572. +.No.IIl.ps 327. No. HI. p. 332. 

§ No. V. p. 573.: || No. VI. p. 694, No.l, p. 215. 
** See Vol. xxiii pf. 119. .-tt No, 1V.p.0446. 

ot the 















" — 
— 
“Svngnct ew. . 





van mame 








xfi PREFACE. 


the late and prefent State of Ireland*, and another 
Tract, nearly with the fame Title ¢ ; the Tract called 
Catholic Emancipationt, and Mr. Deputy Birch’s 
Speech §. We mention them at prefent without 
comment: for the principal difcuffion is now laid at 
at reft, and we have no difpofition to revive it. 


FINANCE. 


This particular branch of political fcience, has lately 
exercifed the pens of many ingenious, and fome 
profound writers. One of thefe, in particular, is fo 
original in his thoughts, and fo deep in his refearches, 
that neither any hafty confideration, nor any brief 
report, could, in our opinion, do juttice to his work. 
This is Mr. H. Thornton, whote Inquiry into our 
Paper Credit ||, occupied much of our thought, and 
three extenfive Articles of our Review. Though we 
do not, in all points, agree with this author, we he- 
fitate not to rank him with the very firft philofophers 
of this clafs. With Ar. Foffer, in his book on Com- 
mercial Exchanges], we did not often agree, yet we 
allow him to be capable of much progrefs in that 
difficult branch of fcience. Mr. Magens, in his 
Inquiry concerning Coin and Paper **, is, in fact, a 
writer of remarks on Mr. Thornton. He is inge- 
nious, but by no means comparable to his antagonift. 
Sir F. D’Ivernois confines himfelf, as ufual, to the 
finances of France: nor is his work entitled Les 
Recettes Exterieurs tt, in any refpect inferior to thofe 
which have preceded it. But the misfortune is, that 
in thefe days of change, ere the operation of one 
adverfe caufe, rightly calculated by the politicians, 
can take full effect, fome new refource is found by 
the enemy, which demands a new fet of calculations, 


* No. I. p. 72. + No. I. p. go. t No. II. p. 157. 
§ No. V.p.578. |] See Vol. xxiv. p. 523. 627. alfo No. I. 


P. 24. Z No. III. p. 282. ** No, VI. p. 612. 
tt.No. IV. Pp: 447. 
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PREFACE. 


MaTHEMATICS AND PHILOSOPHY. 


Our account of Donna Agnef’s profound Analytical 
Inftitutions, tranflated by Profeffor Colfon, and at 
length moft admirably edited by that able Mathemar 
tician, Mr. Hellins, was concluded in the prefent 
volume *, after having been taken up at various in- 
tervals +. The work is fo excellent, and the edition 
fo good, that it ought to bring profit, as well as 
honour, to thofe concerned in it. We do not fee 
how any Library of credit can do without it. A very 
different fpecies of Analytics, has given occafion to 
a work of Profeflor K/aproth, lately tranflated into 
Englifh. It is entitled Analytical Effays f, and confifts 
of two volumes on the Chemical Analyfis of Minerals, 
Allied to this, in fome degree, is another tranflated 
work, that of M. Berthollet, on Chemical Statics \; 
the analyfis purfued in which is chiefly that of 
vegetable and animal fubftances. Mr. Leflie’s In- 
guiry into the Nature of Heat \\, is a work of profound 
philofophical inveftigation, which has united the fuf- 
frages of experimentalifts in its favour. As an ini- 
tiatory book, we once more briefly mention, Mr, 
Frena’s Evening Amufements]. We cannot imagine 
a book better calculated to excite and encourage a 
tafte for Aftronomy. 

Refpiration, one of the commoneft and moft im- 
ossent functions of animal life, is the fubjeét of an 

iffay by Dr. Boffock ** ; in which he has ftated all the 
principal facts, and formed his own hypothefis upon 
them. ; 

Tranfactions of Philofophical Societies, analyfed 
in our prefent Volume, are three in number, Thofe 


* No. II. p. 141. + See Vol. xxiii. p. 143. and xxiv. 
p- 660. N.B, P. 600 is referred to by miftake, at. p. 141. 
¢ No. III. p. 245. See alfo vol. xxi. p. 266. § No. VI. 
p- 670. | No. IV, p. 428.  @ No. IV. p. 451. See 
alfo Vol. xxiv, p. 377.  ** No, II. p. 2056 ail 
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of the Royal Society of London *,-Part 1. for 1804; 
of the Royal Irifo Academy, the ninth Volume +; 
and of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, Vol. v. part 
2f. Any particular commendations of books, ori- 
ginating from fuch learned bodies, might be confi- 
dered by our readers as fuperfluous. 


Natura. History. 


Dr. Shaw, the Hiftorian of the Animal World, 
has emerged at length from the waters, and is pro- 


ceeding to the infect tribes, a few only of which be-. 
long to that element. His fourth and fifth volumes § . 


leave nothing fer the enquirer to wifh on the genera 
and fpecies of Fifhes. As far as Gmelin’s Edition 
of the Syffema Nature is a work deferving of philo- 
fophical commendation, fo far may Dr. Turton’s 
tranflation of it |], with a few exceptions, be efteemed 
an acceptable publication, to thofe at leaft who would 
ftudy nature without having ftudied languages. Mr. 
Knapp’s book on Britifh Graffes @, sis recommended 
bv iplendor of form, and accurate attention to that 
difficult part, in this tribe, the fructification. It con- 
ducts us alfo, by a very natura] ftep, to our next 
clafs ; 


AGRICULTURE. 


Small as it is in fize, Sir Fofeph Banks’s Account of 
the Caufe of Blight in Wheat**, is one of the moft 
valuable pasications relating to agriculture, that we 
have feen. To make known and clear to farmers in 

eneral, what has hitherto been but imperfectly 
Biden to philofophers, is to render an effential fervice. 


* No. I. Vol. xxxv. + No. V. p. 469. This Article is 
finithed in our prefent Number. <i No. 6. p. 606. § No. VI. 
P- al | No. 1V. p. 375. % No. Il. p..188, ** No. IIE. 
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Dr. Huater’s Georgical Effays*, and Mr. Bell's Effays 
on Agriculture +, are both of a mixed character. 
The former author compiles without method or care 
of felection, the latter is occupied by one exclufive 
fet of notions, and often mifled by them: but in 
their books, taken collectively, many things wilkbe 
found, which an intelligent farmer may apply to €x- 
cellent ufe. — 


ME pICINE. 
s 


Opportunity is tranfient, experiment hazardous, and 
judgment dificult t ; {0 faid Hippocrates, between two 
and three thoufand years ago, and the matter is little 
mended yet. Still, however, perfeverance is lauda- 
ble, and ought to be encouraged, The calamities 
which lately vifited a part of E ‘urope, have induced 
the faculty to reconfider the fubject of Contagion; 
on which confideration, Dr. R. Pearfen has, founded 
a plan § well calculated to impede the progrefs of 
the evil. Dr. J¥Vilfon’s 3d and 4th volume on Febrile 
Difeafes|| complete a work of extenfive utility, both as 
reporting the opinions of others, and ftating thofe of 
the author. Fora treatife on the Difea/es of the bones 
we are indebted to a foreign fource, namely, the 
Leciures of Profeffor Richerand, tranflated by Dr. 
Farrel §. tis confidered as a work of merit, The 
hiftory of Vaccination may be regarded as continued 
by the medical report of Dr. Rollo**, who is by no 
means inclined to yield to the firtt difficulties arifing 
in that important experiment. 

Among works belonging to the department of 
Surgery, Mr. Home’s Obfervations on Cancertt} de- 


* No. III. p. 257+ + No. IV. p. 422. 
to nzigos Eds, dt meiga oParsen, 7 de xplorg yarn. Hip. Aph. 1. 
§ No. II. p. 204.  ~=—‘if} No. 1V. p. 443. & No. IIL, p. 134. 
** No. I. p. 87. t+ No. VI, p. 603. 
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xvi PREFACE. 


ferve a diftinguifhed place. In thofe difeafes on the 
appearance of which, 


‘© muffat tacito Medicina dolore,’’ 





it is an objet of the firft importance to have indu- 
bitable facts ftated, and the foundeft conclufions of 


acute judgment drawn from them. Thefe are at leat 


the approaches to improvement. Mr. /Vare’s book 


on the Cataraé * is alfo the refult of much experience ; 
which the interval between a firft and fecond Edition 
has very greatly extended. After fuch works, a col- 
lection of mere elementary inftructions may feem too 
trifling to notice. Yet we have praifed A/r. Burke's 
c "ompendium of Anatomy +, and, as the praife was 
juft, the repetition of it cannot be i improper, 


PoeEtry,. 


As we approach the region of Poetry, we feem to 
fee {pontaneous flowers fpringing under our feet, and 
to hear the echoes of harmonious founds. As ufual, 
we are met by many candidates for fame. We 
do not, however, boaft at prefent of any great 
triumphs; a number of pleafing efforts muft 
compenfate for the want of more exalted flights. 
We may mention them nearly in the order in which 
they were firft noticed. A/r. Herbert's Tranflations 
and Poemst, Mr. Feffenden’s § Original Poems, 
Mr. Beifour’s Literary Fables, from Yriarte |, and 
Mr. Coxe’s Mifcellaneous Poetry, are all works of 
merit. In verfifying a few oriental and other tales, 
Mr. Hoppner ** has difplayed a genius for the lighter 
poetry, without which, mere verfifying i is 2 very in- 
fipid amufement. The powers of the higheft genius 


* No. III. p. 303. + No. VI. p. 662. { No. II. p. 138. 
§ No. II. p.196. {| No. II, p. 199. 4 No. IIL. p. 247- 
** No. Il. p. 274. 
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have furnifhed a fubject for Mr. Linn’s Mufe * ; nor 
has fhe left him de(titute of the infpiration of which 
he treats. By appropriate local defcription, A/r. 
Whitecburch’s Hifpaniola + is diftinguifhed ; by fkill- 
ful and frequently humorous narrative Mr. Southey’s 
Metrical Talest. Mr. Hayley’s metrical novel, 
entitled The Triumph of Mufic §, is fupported rather 
by the intereft of the Tale than the livelinefs of the 
verfification. Accident brought togeth-r, almoft 
within the compafs of a page, the Crifis, by Dr. 
Peebles, and Tobias, by Dr. Booker Q. They have 
no other connection. The former gives a political 
view of the prefent times, and thofe which immedi- 
ately preceded ; the latter is a poetical relation of.a 
hiftory which, though not fcriptural, is little lefs ve- 
nerated by many readers, | 
While thefe volumes offer their feparate claims to 
public applaufe, that highly pleafing collection, the 
Poetical Regifter**, is jeppetted by the powers of 
many poets. It is no equivocal proof of the fer- 
tility of the prefent period, that fic a volume of 
fugitive poetry can be colleéted annually, which thall 
contain fo few indifferent compofitions. Of repub- 
lifhed poetry, we have had to commend Mr. Tooke’s 
edition of Churchill¢+, and Dr. Beattie’s Poems, with 
a life of him prefixedt{. Sir Triftram, long ago 
publifhed in the ancient fenfe, that is in MS, has 
been admirably publifhed in the modern way, from 
the only MS.° known to exift §§. The notes and 
illuftrations of Adv. Walter Scott, not to mention his 
additions, render the publication highly fatisfactory: 
In the line of Dramatic Compofitions, without 
making it a feparate article, we fhall mention Ars. 
Inchbald’'s Comedy of Yo Marry or not to Marry i ; 


* No. III. p. 316. + No. III. p. 318. t No. V. p. ges. 
§ No, Lo 482. jj No. VI. p. bo. q iro Vi. 4 Bg: 
** No. IV, p.4:7. +t No. II, p.171. ff No.1V. p. 4400 
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$§ No, IV, p. 366. {jj No. Ma p+ 649. 
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and fo little Coes our tafte accord with that of the 
auditors 1 our theatres, that, if we were to commend 
another, it would be one which they have banifhed 
from the flace, Mis. Floit’s Comedy, called, 7be 
Land we live in*. 


Novis. 


Out of this moft numerous clafs of books, we 
confefs that few come before us, and of thole few, 
{earcely any make an impreffion beyond the moment, 
In Icoking over our prefent volume, we find only 
thefe which we can by any means confent to mention 
a fecond time: Zhe Bravo of Venice, by Air. 
Lew's t, Mifs Porter's Lake of Killarney J, Alrs, 
Opte’s Adeline Mowbray §, and, perhaps, the anony- 
mous production called Aden and Hf omen. OF thee, 
the firlt is confefledly nor orginal, 


MIscELLANIES. 


By an eafy tranfition, we pafs from the novels of 
thefe authors to the Popular Tales ot AMiifs Edge- 
ewcrth J, in which, amulement is made fuofervient 
to inftruction. ie Repton'’s Odd fi bins ** are in 
part a rep ublication. ‘They combine i ange nious fpe- 
cimens of various Ales. Bur, of t hing > Chat are nol 
mifcellancous, what is more fo than correfpondence ? 
Or this agree ‘able vari iety the Luetrers of Lady Peonifret 
and Lady Hartford ++ alfordaipecimen. Dr. Aikin’s 
Letters cn Engli ih Poetry $t, have, on the contrary, 
only the variecy which beiongs to one fubyedt. But 
the limits cannot be called narrow, which embrace 
the whole works of our Claffical Poets. be Father's 


© No. V. p. 559. + No. Il. p.2os. }$ No. Iii. p. 321. 
§ No, VI. p. G24. i} Na. Iv. Pp. 442. @ No. I. p. 03. 
#* No, ILI. Pe 335- tt No. 'V. p. 510. ++. No, IV. 
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Gift, a production of Dr. Afavor’s*, is alfo of the 
introductory kind, and particularly opens the way to 
various walks of nature. The fcientific parts of 
mufic are illuftrated in anew method by A/rs. Gunn's 
Introduftion+, which, by means of curioufly con- 
itructed games, undertakes to conduct the pupil into 
the deepeft myfteries of [cience.  . 

In opening the way to the knowledge of language, 
many authors are always employed. We fhall men- 
tion at prefent only a few; for example, two good 
Italian Grammars, one in French by A/r, Zoéts fT, 
and one in Englith by A/r, Ravizzottiy: extending 
his views beyond the mere tract of a grammarian, 
Dr. Render has produced a complete Analyfis of the 
German Language}; in which he undertakes to ex- 
plain its con{truction, analogies, and various propers 
ties. Such a work, on the fubject of fo difficult a 
language, mutt have attractions of the ftrongeft kind 
for thofe who are anxious to make a proficiency 
in it. 

Such is our prefent fummary; of whieh, if our 
readers make a proper ufe, we fhall have done fervice 
to many valuable writers, 


* No. IV. p.455. + No.I.p. 64. II. p. 163. +$ No. ITI. 
pe 341. § Now V. p. 581. |] Now SLL. p. go5, 
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